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WEBINAR LOGISTICS
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• Your video will be turned off during this meeting and you have been 
automatically muted.  

• You will have an opportunity to provide voice comments at the end of 
the presentation.  Instructions will be provided later.  

• You may leave comments anytime during this meeting. Please press 
the “Chat” button in the toolbar at the bottom of your screen.

• This presentation is being recorded and will be available on the 
Downtown Burbank TOD Website following the webinar:

http://www.DowntownBurbankTOD.com 



PROJECT BACKGROUND

• 1997 Burbank Center Plan and 2012 San 
Fernando Boulevard Master Plan are out-of-
date.  

• Funding from Metro and HCD to create a new 
specific plan.

• Jobs/Housing Imbalance.

• Burbank’s Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA) Allocation = production 
of 8,700 units by 2028.

• City Council goal to introduce 12,000 housing 
units citywide by 2035.  
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PROJECT BACKGROUND

• Develop a common Vision and Guiding 
principles to:

• Stabilize jobs/housing imbalance by 
introducing more housing, including 
workforce and affordable housing.

• Not just build buildings, but create 
a beautiful, safe, and thriving 
downtown. 

• Re-envision Downtown as a 
walkable, transit-oriented, mixed-
use place. 

• Protect existing neighborhoods. 
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PROJECT AREA
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PROJECT SCHEDULE

PHASE 1 - DISCOVERY
Research and Analysis
Stakeholder Meetings
Discovery Workshop

Summer 2020 – Winter 2021

PHASE 3A - ALTERNATIVES
Land Use Alternatives

Third NOP Release
Development Potential 

Winter - Fall 2023

PHASE 4 - PUBLIC REVIEW 
Draft Specific Plan and 

Program EIR

Summer 2024

Fall 2024

PHASE 5 - ADOPTION
Specific Plan Adoption

Program EIR Certification
Final Plan

Winter - Spring 2024

PHASE 3B - PLAN PREPARATION
Plan Area Tour

Urban Design & Land Use Workshop
Mobility Workshop

Final Alternatives Workshop
Specific Plan
Program EIR

WE ARE HERE
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2021 - 2022

PHASE 2 - VISIONING
Vision 

Guiding Principles
Visioning Workshop



VISION STATEMENT

A vibrant, urban, transit-oriented, 
mixed-use Downtown of:

• Beautiful tree lined, multi-modal 
streets that are safe and accessible to 
all; 

• Inviting parks and plazas; and 

• Beautiful buildings that together 
create an active and bustling central 
district surrounded by inviting and 
genuine neighborhoods.  

A place where people truly want to live, 
work, shop, visit, and play!
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NEIGHBORHOODS, DISTRICTS, AND CORRIDORS

1. Protect existing single-family residential 
neighborhoods.

2. Create safe, distinct, beautiful, and thriving 
neighborhoods, districts, and corridors.

3. Maintain and enhance Downtown’s prominent shopping 
and entertainment offerings.

BUILDINGS

4. Promote compact, sustainable, transit-oriented infill 
development. 

5. Introduce much needed housing at all levels of 
affordability.

6. Design mixed-use buildings with pedestrian-friendly 
ground floors, street-facing windows and entries, 
quality materials, and varied massing. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES



PUBLIC REALM

7. Introduce community benefits and public 
improvements, including parks, that support 
Downtown’s growing resident, worker, and visitor 
population.

8. Create a safe, pedestrian and bike friendly 
environment, with wide sidewalks, generous tree 
cover, outdoor dining, and safe pedestrian crossings.

9. With appropriate design and safety considerations, use 
streets and alleys as pubic space.

10. Conceive of streets as linear parks that connect 
different parts of Downtown and utilize sustainable 
streetscape design and stormwater capture.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES



STREETS
11. Balance and enhance pedestrian, bicycle, transit, 

vehicular, and alternative transportation modes within 
and to Downtown.

12. Provide safe and inviting streets for walking, biking, and 
riding transit, while reducing the need for vehicle trips 
and increasing transit ridership.

13. Enhance pedestrian and bike connections across the 
freeway between Downtown and the Metrolink Station. 

PARKING

14. Implement a range of parking management strategies to 
ensure parking is available as the Plan Area develops and 
intensifies .

15. Provide sufficient public and on-site parking to ensure 
Downtown parking does not spill over into surrounding 
residential neighborhoods. 11

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 



THE PLAN FRAMEWORK
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• A Downtown of diverse 
neighborhoods, districts, and 
corridors

• A well-connected Downtown, 
north to south and east to west

• A street network accessible to 
all

• A public realm of streets and 
parks

• Parking for a mixed-use 
downtown



KEY PROJECTS
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PLAN LAND USE CHANGES
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PLAN LAND USE CHANGES
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PLAN LAND USE CHANGES
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Preferred Project

Residential units: 9,944
Non-residential sf: 6,083,657
Hotel rooms: 981

PLAN DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL



Increased Growth Alternative

Residential units: 16,977
Non-residential sf: 6,501,905
Hotel rooms: 981

PLAN DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL



No Project Alternative

Residential units: 3,415*
Non-residential sf: 3,025,079
Hotel rooms: 981

PLAN DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

* Total citywide Housing Element 
capacity = 10,011 units 



CEQA/EIR SCOPING
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CEQA PURPOSE
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• California Environmental Quality Act – Process for an EIR

• Disclose the significant environmental effects of 
proposed actions to the public and decision-makers

• Identify ways to avoid or reduce environmental effects 
through mitigation measures or alternatives

• Enhance public participation in the planning and 
environmental review process



CEQA PROCESS
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE AREAS
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS
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• Impacts identified per CEQA 
Guidelines and regulations

• Mitigation measure(s) avoid or 
reduce impacts to below 
thresholds

• Impact determinations
• Less than significant
• Less than significant with 

mitigation
• Significant and unavoidable

Project 
Impact

Baseline Conditions

SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT

Project 
Impact

LESS THAN 
SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT



OTHER ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED
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• Cumulative impacts

• Growth inducing impacts

• Alternatives:
• EIR requires an analysis of a “reasonable range” of 

alternatives 
• Up to three alternatives will be analyzed, including the 

required "No Project" alternative
• Project alternatives to be determined based on Draft 

EIR analysis



PRELIMINARY EIR SCHEDULE
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WE WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS!
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To ensure comments are 
accurately captured please 
submit a written comment for 
the record.

Direct Written Comments to:
Leonard Bechet, Principal
Community Development Department 
150 North Third Street
P.O. Box 6459 
Burbank, California 91502 
LBechet@burbankca.gov

Comments Due:
December 15, 2023 @ 5:00 PM

mailto:lfrank@burbankca.gov


QUESTIONS/COMMENTS
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For more information, please contact:

Leonard Bechet
Principal Planner

Community Development Department
lbechet@burbankca.gov

(818) 238-5250

www.downtownburbanktod.com

mailto:lbechet@burbankca.gov
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